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This brief note concerns new proofs of an identity from H. W. Gould’s well-known
book [Combinatorial identities (Morgantown) (1972; Zbl 0241.05011)]. The first proof
employs an integral and is inspired by a problem in reliability analysis. The second
proof involves a recurrence relation. The note also includes a number of remarks about
historial results and recent related work on the same identity.
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