
Orthogonal Polynomials and Special Functions 
SIAM Activity Group on Orthogonal Polynomials and Special Functions 

* * * *  Newsletter * * * * 
Publiched Quarterly Summer 1993 Volume 3, Number 4 

Contents Now that summer is approaching this is a good time to 

The News .................................. 1 
.................. Electronic Communicatian 1 

. . . . . . . .  The Minisympasium in Philadelphia 2 
.................. Meetings and Conferences 3 

............................. Announcement 5 
. . . . . . . . . . .  A Shart Biography of Ramanujan 6 

Problems . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  10 
.................. Solutions to Problem #1 10 

..................... About the Newsletter 11 

Edition Typeset May 25, 1993 

T h e  News  
By the time this edition reaches your mailbox, a one- 

day symposium on Special Functions and Orthogonal 
Polynomials will have been held (on May 26) a t  the Delft 
Technical University in The Netherlands. This was in 
honor of prof. Henk Gerrit Meier's 25 years of Service 
at  that university. The speakers on this special occasion 
were Jaap Iiorevaar, Adhemar Bultheel, Aad Dijksma, 
Roelof Koekkoek, aud Rene Swarttouw. The organizer 
was Marcel de Bruin. 

Also at  around this time Charles Dunkl had planned 
to be in IIolland, in Leiden, to continue discussions with 
Eric Opdam. These discussions began here in January of 
1992 and they involve analysis on root systems, or spe- 
cial functions of several variables with harmonic analysis 
overtones. 

remind you that any announcements of visitors staying 
longer than, say, n + 1 weeks are suitahle material for 
this Newsletter. 

Donna DiLisi a t  SIAM has informed us that the busi- 
ness meeting of our group, which is also referred to as the 
SIAGfOS, is scheduled for Wednesday, 14 July at  330  
pm, during the SIAM Annual Meeting in Philadelphia. 
The location will be Salon 7, situated on the rnezzanine 
level of the Wyndham Franklin Plaza Hotel. This infor- 
mation should appear in the final conference program. 

Electronic communication issues have been of some in- 
terest lately and in this edition we talk abont a new de- 
velopment by Waleed Al-Salarn involving the Internet. 

Here are a couple of address corrections to the mem- 
her list. The e-mail address of Johannes Boersma should 
read: wstanal@win.tue.nI. Then Galliano Valent's e-mail 
should be valent@lpthe.jnssieu.fr, and his phone num- 
ber is 44 27 39 90. Also, Henry Thacher now has e- 
mail: thacher@netcom.com. Incidentally, we will print 
additions and corrections as they are received but you 
should also inform SIAM directly because they prepare 
the member list from their own in-house database. 

Finally, and especially for those who wish to con- 
tribute, the Newsletter schedule is laid out in the last 
section A b o u t  t h e  Newslet ter .  

Electronic  Communica t ion  
Waleed Al-Salam has set up an "ANONYMOUS-FTP 

S I T E  devoted to "Orthogonal Polynomials and Related 
Subjects." This is an electronic depository which allows 
anyone who has access to INTERNET and FTP (File 
Transfer Protocol) t o  log in with the name "anonymous", 
and then to use FTP to transfer files back and forth be- 
tween their computer and certain directories on Waleed's 
computer. Although his F T P  site has only a few or 
BTEX files (of preprints that he has received so far), i t  
could expand rapidly as more files are received, and it  
could be extended to include public domain software as 
well as databases on special functions. 
























